
 

Patchwords 
        April 2009 

 Manatee Patchworkers                  
We meet the first Monday evening of each month in the Knights of Columbus Hall at 2203 30th Ave. W.,  

Bradenton, FL 34205.  Doors open at 6:30 and meetings begin at 7:00.  Next meeting is April 6. 

 

President’s Corner 
 

Dear Ladies,  
 
As quilters, we share a common bond—a 
bond that spans all walks of life, all eco-
nomic barriers and all other obstacles.  We 
love fabric and creating something new.  In 
days gone by, quilters would gather together 
and help one another.  They would gather 
around someone’s completed top and quilt 
together as a community.  I desire for our 
guild to be a community where we gather 
together to encourage and inspire each 
other.  And to help each other learn and 
grow.   
 
Quilting was born from necessity.  It became 
an outlet for creativity.  Now it has devel-
oped into an art form.  But, for whatever 
reason you quilt, know you are not alone. 
 
Happy quilting! 
    Sincerely, 
    Sandi Routhier 

Quilt Show 2010 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
 
    
    
 
    
 
 
 
    
 
 
   Mary Lewis 
   Quilt-show chair 

Our next board meeting is on Thursday, April 9,  
7:00 p.m. at the Synovus Bank meeting room,  

26th & Manatee.   
Members are welcome to attend.   

 

WE NEED YOU! 
Our raffle quilt will be ready to travel by the 
end of May, and raffle tickets should be avail-
able for the April meeting!  We desperately 
need someone to step forward and take 
charge of raffle ticket sales.  This is a major 
fundraiser for the guild, and volunteers are 
needed.  If this is something you can take on, 
recruit a friend (or two or three) and let me 
know that you are willing! 
 
In other quilt-show news, two of our mem-
bers, Pam Cichanski and Bobbie Spann, have 
volunteered to make muslin drapes for the 
show.  This will reduce the rental cost of the 
pipe and drape.  Hazeldean Meyers will chair 
our block auction and will welcome your do-
nation of sets of blocks.  Mary Worsham will 
accept your donations of magazines bundled 
in sets of six and books.  Boutique workshops 
are ongoing, so plan to attend one or more.  
There will be a show challenge—details at 
the next meeting.  And Martha Horrocks and 
Mary Potts are looking for your special items 
for the silent auction. 
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Minutes, March 2 Manatee Patchworkers Meeting 
 
The March meeting began at 7 p.m. with the Pledge of Alle-
giance led by President Sandi Routhier. 
Triangle Tribulations—we had mini classes on triangles spon-
sored by Sheila Walker, Sherry Ebey, Mary Lewis, Judie Cof-
fey and Janet Nelson.  Thanks, ladies, for some excellent 
ways to make triangles work a little easier. 
The motion to accept the minutes from the February meet-
ing as written was made by Carole Ransford and was sec-
onded by Lin Garland.  The motion was carried. 
Sherry Ebey stated that we had 73 members present at the 
meeting.  We have a total of 105 members for 2009 and one 
new member tonight.  We had two guests present.  She 
thanked the greeters for helping welcome members and eve-
ryone who brought snacks for the meeting. 
Vice President Sheila Walker auctioned Wiss pinking shears 
donated by one of our members.  They were sold for $20. 
For the April meeting Patches Galore will present a program.  
Lois Moore will have a trunk show of miniature quilts for the 
May meeting.  In June we will work on charity quilts, and in 
July we will work on boutique items. 
Education:  The class with Will Owens is full.  Honey Finney 
will have a jacket class in November, and Debbie Jones may 
have a fabric-painting class if we can find a place with an out-
side space we can use to dry fabric. 
We have had no one submit prices to quilt the opportunity 
quilt.  The board will check into hiring someone outside the 
guild to finish the quilt. 
Claire Zazitski and Carol Masulonis volunteered to run the 
wearable-art section for the quilt show. 
We discussed having a block auction and will address what to 
do about quilts for sale at a future meeting. 
Penny Denault announced that we had $1196.49 in expenses 
in February and $1033 income.  We have $2394 in checking 
and $8906 in savings.  The report was filed for audit. 
Community Service:  Victoria Baily reported that a recent 
survey showed that the majority of members prefer meeting 
on a Saturday, though some members preferred Monday day 
or evening.  Victoria will check into possible meeting times 
for Monday and Saturday.  We have many quilts to be sand-
wiched and tied.  The next community-service project will be 
at Southwinds on March 27.  As for donated charity quilts, 
two members expressed their desire that quilts not be do-
nated outside of Manatee County.  Victoria is having diffi-
culty locating organizations that do not donate outside 
Manatee County.  She discussed the possibility of contacting 
quilt guilds outside our area or the U.S. to find a “sister guild” 
and requested that members give her feedback about this. 
The fat-quarter raffle was run by Randy Carman.  The theme 
was “memoirs of a geisha” and winners were Ginny DeSantis, 
Robin Adorna and Elaine Cochran.  Donna Koenig volun-
teered to do the raffle for April. 

The charm squares for April will be multicolored. 
The 50/50 raffle was won by Diane Trumbo, who received $28.   
Jann Warfield discussed the brown-bag challenge for 2009.  
Bring two coordinating fat quarters in a brown paper bag to the 
April meeting.  The bag will be returned in May.  The finished 
challenges will be revealed in November. 
We received a $750 donation from Verizon. 
Show and tell was held at 8:40, and the meeting was adjourned 
at 9:05.  
 
 Respectfully submitted,    
  Debbie Magner 
  Secretary 

The fat-quarter raffle in April will be 

coordinated by Donna Koenig, and the 

theme is stripes.  Remember, you get a 

ticket for each fat quarter you turn in, 

so look through your stash for all those 

striped fabrics! 

Fat-Quarter Raffle 

HELP WANTED! 
Boutique committee workers 

Creative individuals to form a team to support fund-
raising efforts of a not-for-profit organization.   

Applicant should be creative, organized,  
optimistic and fun to be with.   

Pay: nothing but the satisfaction of a job well done.   
Location: anywhere you can find for free.   

Benefits: admiration of your fellow guild members.   
Hours: pick your own. 

Apply at: SandiRouthier@yahoo.com or in person. 
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Meetings 
April 6—Patches Galore presentation 

May 4—Lois Moore trunk show, miniatures 
June 1—”Tie One On” charity-quilt workshop 

July 6—boutique workshop 
August 3—Sherry Ebey’s trunk show 

November 2—brown-bag challenge reveal 
 

Classes 
March 28, April 4—Will Owens—”Blooming Nine 

Patch” continuing class 
 

Florida Shows and Events 
April 4-6—Orlando; Florida Cabin Fever Quilters 

Guild; www.floridacabinfever.com 
May 2-3—Gainesville; Tree City Quilters 

www.treecityquilters.org 
 

Community Service Workshops 
March 27, 9:30-2:30—Southwinds at Five Lakes 

 

 Dates to Remember 

April  Birthdays 
Claire Baker, April 2 

Penny Denault, April 13 
Susan Hullett, April 1 

Mary Ellen Lawler, April 20 
Carol Masulonis, April 8 
Nancy Powers, April 14 

April Smith, April 11 
Terry Strobbe, April 16 
Jann Warfield, April 1 

Charm Squares 

!ǇǊƛƭΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƳ-square exchange is multicolored 
batiks.  Just bring a baggie of 20 five-inch 

squares of your fabric to the  meeting and turn 
it in to Robin Adorna.   Be sure to put your 

name on your bag, and at the next meeting 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪΗ   .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

bring good-quality quilt-ǎƘƻǇ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
be happy to receiveτwe want to keep every-
one interested in participating!  A half-yard of 

fabric should give you 20 squares. 
bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǊƻǿƴΦ 

Door Prize 

Each month a lucky winner  
collects a door prize provided by the previous 
month’s winner.  Lorraine Tetlus brought 

March’s door prize, which was won by  
Bobbie Spann. 

50-50 Drawing  
Look for Judie Coffey as you come in the door at 
future meetings—she’ll be accepting donations 
for our 50-50 drawing.  This is part of our fund-
raising effort and will go toward future classes 
and our quilt show.  Diane Trumbo shared the 

$55 raised at the March meeting. 

Did you know?   There are links to Cotton Patch 
and Quilters Haven on our website, as well as to 

SSQA, NQA, and Quiltmaker Magazine. 
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Show and Tell 
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Janet Nelson’s Class 
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Cottage Groups 

{ǘƛǘŎƘƛƴΩ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 
ά/ƘŜŜȊŜǊǎέΥ  Sisters meet monthly at each 
others’ homes to work on personal and 
collaborative projects.  Please call Carol 
Lipp, 705-1043, for information. 
In Stitches:  Teaching and learning all the 
time.  Please join us.  Call Posy Havens for 
information, 752-4812. 
Sewing Cyclones:  Meets only in the sum-
mer at Sugg Middle School on 59th St.  
Contact Sheila Walker, 722-2644. 
New cottage groups are always welcome, 
so if you’d like to start a new group of like
-minded quilters, get the word out—send 
your info to newsletter editor Mary Lewis 
at maryslewis@earthlink.net.  

A Tip from Sheila 

I absolutely hate to wash fabric before I sew it.  
Washing and starching always seemed like a re-
dundant task, but I had to for Will Owens’ class 
and there were yards and yards to do.  One of the 
things I hate most is trying to untangle the fabric 
after it has been “tied” up with all the loose 
strings.  I read somewhere to trim the raw edges 
with pinking shears and they won’t fray.  It 
worked.  From the smallest one-yard piece to the 
2 1/2-yard piece, they all came out neat and ready 
to iron. 
   Hugs, 
   Sheila 

Silent Auction 
 

Time is marching on, and we need to be thinking about what 
we can make for the Silent Auction.  This year we want to 

have high-quality items and unusual items in the auction.  Our 
suggestions are pocketbooks, bags, wallhangings, sets of 

place mats, miniature quilts, or any item that you can think of 
that would be different and not something that would be in 
the boutique.  We are hoping to make this a very special Si-
lent Auction.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 

contact Martha Horrocks, Posy Havens, or Mary Potts. 
 

We will also be putting together a few baskets of sewing sup-
plies and need your help.  We are thinking of Fall, Winter, 

Spring, and Summer baskets, to include some fabric, sewing 
supplies, and patterns.  Please start using your JoAnn coupons 
to buy items that we can put in the baskets.  As you buy them 
you may bring them to the meetings and give them to any of 
those above.  We would also like at least a half-yard of any 

material to go in the seasonal baskets. 
 

  Martha Horrocks 

Brown-bag challenge 

Jann Warfield has once again agreed to run 
our brown-bag challenge.  Bring to the April 

meeting two fat quarters in a brown bag 
marked with your name.  In May you’ll get 

your bag back with someone else’s fabric so 
you can make something fabulous, to be 

shown off at the November meeting. 

Patricia Knoechel  
Eleanor Burns’ sister will once again visit Golf 

Lakes for two demo sessions on Tuesday, April 21 
at 1:30 and 6:30 p.m.  This year’s demo is “Night 

and Day, Lovers Knot, How Charming and Fox and 
Geese.”  You can call Barb Jahnke at 756-6950 for 

directions or more info. 
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2008-2010 Board of Directors 
Sandi Routhier, President, 747-9960, 

sandirouthier@yahoo.com 
Sheila Walker, Vice President, 722-2644, 

 sheilawalker@tampabay.rr.com 
Debbie Magner,  Secretary, 751-9270,  

MAM985@verizon.net 
Penny Denault, Treasurer, 322-9903,  

pdenault80@hotmail.com 
Sherry Ebey, Member Services, 722-5491,  

sebey@tampabay.rr.com 
Victoria Baily, Community Service, 756-9433,  

vbailysecret@msn.com 
Mary Lewis, Newsletter Editor, 778-3041,  

maryslewis@earthlink.net 
 

Refreshments 

Joan Gracyk would like to thank Jeanie 
McLaughlin, Elaine Cochran, Nancy 
Powers, Hazeldean Meyers, Barbara 
James, and Joan Jenkins for the March 
refreshments.  She would like to ac-
knowledge the donations, so please 
sign the thank-you sheet or let her 
know! 

Volunteers 
Education—Sheila Walker 
Greeters—Carol Malone &  

Mary Worsham 
Historian—Judie Coffey 

Library—Carol Masulonis &  
Claire Zazitski 

Quilt pins & bags—Pat Battista 
Refreshments—Joan Gracyk 

Sunshine—Linda West 
T-shirts—Debbie Magner  

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŜŀǊ 
perfume or other strong scents to meetingsτsome 

members are chemically sensitive. 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǉǳƛƭǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
like to teach to members of our guild?  If 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀƳπ
ples and a proposal to the board.  Currently 

Manatee Patchworkers is paying local teach-
ers $20 per paid student. 

New Member 
We had one new member at our 

March meetingτLinda Fagler.  
Welcome! National Quilt Museum Auction 

The AQS National Quilt Museum is soliciting donations 
for an auction to benefit the museum during the AQS 
show in April.  Information was received too late for a 
guild project, but individuals are welcome to partici-

pate by donating quilt-related items including quilts.  If 
you’d like particulars, e-mail Mary Lewis at  

maryslewis@earthlink.net. 
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The May newsletter deadline is  
April 15. 

E-mail any submissions to Mary Lewis at 
maryslewis@earthlink.net 

Next Meeting April 6 
Bring your fat quarters, batik charm squares, and your  

brown-bag challenge 

Manatee Patchworkers 
611 Foxworth Lane 
Holmes Beach, FL 34217 

Please support our advertisers and let them 
know you appreciate them! 


